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HONORING DOCTOR PAUL ERRERA

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2001
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me

great pleasure to rise today to join the many
family, friends, and colleagues who gathered
today to pay tribute to Doctor Paul Errera as
he celebrates his retirement from service with
the United States Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Dr. Errera began his forty-seven year career
with the VA as a first year resident in psychi-
atry at the West Haven, Connecticut VA Med-
ical Center. He later went on to serve as the
Chief of Psychiatry for fifteen years. In addi-
tion to his work in Connecticut, Dr. Errera
spent nearly a decade in Washington, D.C. as
the national Director of Psychiatry and Psy-
chological Services. In that role, he was
charged with the oversight of 172 VA hospitals
across the country. In a career that has
spanned nearly half a century, Dr. Errera has
demonstrated a unique commitment to our na-
tion’s veterans and the quality of care they re-
ceive.

Throughout his tenure, Dr. Errera has been
a visionary leader, stimulating fundamental
change in the way mental health care is deliv-
ered. He has played an integral role in the de-
velopment and implementation of innovative,
community-based programs to meet the di-
verse mental health treatment needs of vet-
erans. Dr. Errera’s commitment and diligence
has had a dramatic impact on the VA’s treat-
ment of its mentally ill patients—effectively
changing the face of their approach and serv-
ice to many of our nation’s most vulnerable
citizens.

Dr. Errera attributes his dedication to the
historic role the United States played in twice
freeing his homeland of Belgium—believing
that the citizens of Belgium owe a great debt
to the brave men and women who liberated
his native country. I have often spoke of our
nation’s need to provide the best possible care
to our veterans. These are the men and
women who fought for the freedoms and val-
ues we hold so dear. Dr. Errera, with his un-
paralleled record of service to the veterans of
this country, has set a new standard for us all
to strive to achieve.

Dr. Errera, through his infinite good work
has made a real difference in the lives of
many US veterans and for that we owe him a
great debt of gratitude. It is my great honor to
rise today to extend my deepest thanks and
appreciation to Dr. Paul Errera for his out-
standing service at the United States Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and my very best
wishes to him and his family for many more
years of health and happiness.
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Tuesday, July 24, 2001

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, as a proud
cosponsor of this well crafted legislation, I rise

today in support of House Resolution 1954,
the Iran Libya Extensions Act of 2001.

When this law was first enacted by the
United States Congress in 1996 it imposed a
number of economic sanctions against foreign
companies that invest in the energy sectors of
either Iran or Libya. Given those two nation’s
support for violence and terrorism, the bill
passed overwhelmingly.

Unfortunately, nothing in those nations’ be-
havior has changed since that bill passed
unanimously by a vote of 415–0. Therefore,
we must pass this bill to extend the Iran-Libya
Sanctions Act (ILSA) for an additional five
years.

As recently as March 13, 2001, President
George W. Bush issued a statement declaring
that Iran’s government is, ‘‘a threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States’’—due to—‘‘its support for
international terrorism, efforts to undermine
the Middle East peace process, and acquisi-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and the
means to deliver them.’’

And to add to this concern, in early March
of this year, the Islamic Republic of Iran re-
portedly signed a cooperation agreement with
Russia that will give it access to sophisticated
arms technology.

As for Libya, the Iran Libya Sanctions Act of
2001 extends sanctions against Libya de-
signed to end only if our President determines
that Libya has fulfilled the requirements of all
U.N. resolutions relating to the horrific down-
ing of Pan Am 103 in December of 1998.

Given that Libya has not yet accepted re-
sponsibility nor compensated the families of
the victims of Pan Am 103, I think it is only
just that ILSA’s sanctions remain against
Libya.

Mr. Speaker, for the reasons I have out-
lined, I believe it is important to continue these
restrictions on trade with companies who do
business with Iran and Libya.

I urge my colleagues to vote for H.R. 1954,
brought to the floor by my good friend and the
Chairman of the House International Relations
Committee’s Subcommittee on the Middle
East and South Asia, Representative BEN GIL-
MAN and the distinguished Ranking Member of
the House International Relations Committee,
Representative TOM LANTOS.
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RECOGNIZING MR. DIONICIO MO-
RALES OF THE MEXICAN AMER-
ICAN OPPORTUNITY FOUNDA-
TION

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2001

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize one of the most inspiring and influential
Latino leaders in the United States. Dionicio
Morales is the founder and former President of
the Mexican American Opportunity Foundation
(MAOF), the largest Latino social-service
agency in the United States. Mr. Morales has
helped improve the lives of thousands of peo-
ple, especially Latino youth and the elderly, by
providing vital resources such as job training,
senior services, naturalization services and
child care programs in communities through-
out California. The Mexican American Oppor-
tunity Foundation has established programs in

the San Gabriel Valley, East Los Angeles, San
Diego, Santa Ana, Oxnard, Salinas, and Ba-
kersfield.

Mr. Morales’ inspiring life is depicted in his
autobiography entitled ‘‘Dionicio Morales: A
Life in Two Cultures.’’ In the book, Mr. Mo-
rales is described as a passionate leader who
has led by example and knows first hand the
struggles of the poor in detail. For many dec-
ades he has tirelessly organized and has
fought to protect the rights of these individ-
uals.

In the early 1960’s Mr. Morales called the
White House to request help in establishing
programs to help employ and train Mexican
Americans. Incredibly, Mr. Morales obtained a
meeting with Vice President Lyndon Johnson,
who agreed to help Mr. Morales through the
President’s Committee on Equal Employment
Opportunity.

Nearly four decades later, due to that fateful
call made by Mr. Morales, the Mexican Amer-
ican Opportunity Foundation now has a budg-
et of over $60 million, making it the largest
Latino organization in the United States.

Mr. Morales continues to be actively in-
volved in the Mexican American Opportunity
Foundation. He is a trailblazer and a true lead-
er. I am privileged to recognize Mr. Morales’
incredible life and applaud his work.
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HONORING FENMORE SETON FOR
HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA
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OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2001

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
month I had the distinct privilege of reading
one of the most touching personal memoirs of
the events of the invasion of Normandy, the
turning point of World War II. A defining mo-
ment in our history, it is important to take a
moment to reflect on the tremendous under-
taking of the Allies and the unparalleled cour-
age and bravery of the soldiers who fought,
many making the ultimate sacrifice, for world
freedom. It is my great pleasure to rise today
to honor both the many servicemen who par-
ticipated in the D-day invasion and my very
dear friend, Fenmore Seton, by recounting his
remarkable story.

In his memoirs Fen, a First Lieutenant in the
Ninth Air Force of the United States Army
Corps, captured the spirit and atmosphere of
those first few memorable days. Hundreds of
officers and soldiers were transported on Lib-
erty Ships, normally equipped for crews of thir-
ty. Under other circumstances such conditions
would be considered intolerable, yet as they
embarked from their staging area in Wale,
there was little or no complaint from these ex-
emplary men. Hour after hour the deafening
roar of the planes overhead could be heard by
the troops aboard the Liberty Ships in the Al-
lies’ Armada which stretched as far as the eye
could see. Shortly before they began their
mission, each man was given a printed letter
of inspiration from the Allied Commander in
Chief of ‘‘Operation Overload,’’ Dwight D. Ei-
senhower. Climbing down the side of their Lib-
erty Ships, on rope netting into the individual
Landing Craft Infantry’s, Fen and thousands of


